[Split skin-mesh transplants to cover burned hands].
Nonexpanded autologous mesh grafts of split thickness skin provide optimal wound drainage through their cuts. They also minimize disability from contraction and scarring when combined with Jobst compressive dressings. These properties assure good functional and cosmetic results in reconstructive surgery after burns. Since 1970 we have treated 18 hands of 15 patients with this method. The follow-up evaluation was performed at least 2 to 3 years after the operation and showed good functional and esthetic results.